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County of San Diego   
Revised:  January 26, 1999 
Reviewed:  Spring 2003 
 
 

FORENSIC AUTOPSY ASSISTANT                            Class No. 004820 
SENIOR FORENSIC AUTOPSY ASSISTANT                    Class No. 004819 

 
 
DEFINITION: 
 
Under general supervision, to assist Deputy Medical Examiners with autopsies; to accept, process and release deceased 
persons; and to perform related work as required. 
 
 
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
Positions in this class series are found exclusively in the Department of the Medical Examiner.  Incumbents in these 
classes perform a variety of autopsy and examining room duties, which involve the handling, weighing, storing and 
transporting of bodies, organs, tissues and evidence.  Some positions perform embalming. 
 
Forensic Autopsy Assistant:   
 
This is the entry and journey level class in the series.  Incumbents, under general supervision, assist Deputy Medical 
Examiners, Fellows and physician residents with autopsies.   
 
Senior Forensic Autopsy Assistant:   
 
Under general supervision, incumbents in this class act as lead workers providing technical guidance and training to 
subordinate class members.  This class is distinguished from the next highest class, Autopsy Room Supervisor, in that 
the latter supervises, schedules and trains all personnel who are assigned autopsy room duties. 
 
 
EXAMPLES OF DUTIES: 
 
Prepares autopsy instruments and equipment for Deputy Medical Examiners or other pathologists performing autopsies; 
assists in the performance of autopsies including organ weighing, specimen collection, preservation and storing; 
transports collected specimens to the toxicology and histopathology laboratories; collects evidence taken during a 
homicide autopsy; fingerprints, photographs and X-rays decedents; develops X-rays; assists  in decedent receipt and 
release; lifts and transports decedents within building by hand and/or equipment; prepares decedents for autopsy; 
performs sanitation and housekeeping duties in the examining room and morgue; prepares written record of daily work 
activities; maintains logs, X-rays, charts and other evidence; may embalm decedents; may serve as, a witness in court 
regarding procedures performed; dispatches Medical Examiner Investigators when required. 
 
Senior Forensic Autopsy Assistant: 
 
All of the duties listed above and: schedules and oversees the examining room activities in the absence of the Autopsy 
Room Supervisor or on an assigned shift; assists in the training of personnel. 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Knowledge Level: T =  Thorough; G =  General; --  =  Not Applicable  
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Classification Level:    Asst =  Forensic Autopsy Assistant 
  Senior =  Senior Forensic Autopsy Assistant 
Knowledge of: 
 
Asst Senior  
   

G G X-ray photography and developing. 
G T Autopsy techniques. 
G T Practice of specimen collection, preservation and storage. 
G T Statutes, ordinances, policies, and regulation relating to a Medical Examiner and/or Coroner's 

operation. 
G T Pathology, bacteriology, and hygiene, including sanitation and public health. 
G T Judicial requirements and laboratory techniques and policies regarding the chain of custody for 

evidence handling and preservation. 
T T Human anatomy. 

 
Skills and Abilities to: 
 
– Use special equipment and instruments required for autopsies and specimen collection. 
– Take and develop X-rays. 
– Photograph decedents and evidence. 
– Collect and label specimens for laboratory examination. 
– Collect and preserve evidence taken during a homicide autopsy, and other law-enforcement related deaths. 
– Observe and report upon conditions found while handling a decedent, which may be of value in an autopsy 

investigation. 
– Keep logs and records. 
– Assist pathologists in the performance of autopsies. 
 
Senior Forensic Autopsy Assistant (in addition to the above): 
 
– Act as a shift leader. 
– Provide technical guidance and training to subordinate Forensic Autopsy Assistants. 
 
 
EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE: 
 
Education, training and/or experience, which clearly demonstrate possession of the knowledge, skills and abilities stated 
above.  Examples of qualifying education/experience are: 
 
Forensic Autopsy Assistant: 
 
Possession of a current, valid California Embalmer’s License AND: 
 
1. Experience as a journey level embalmer having embalmed approximately 150 cases within the past five (5) years, 

including coroner-type cases (motor vehicle fatalities, homicides, suicide, decomposed bodies), AND, 
experience in pathological/forensic techniques, OR; 

  
2. At least two (2) years of experience working with a medical examiner/coroner's office, or as a diener, assisting 

with autopsies, which involved direct contact with deceased persons. 
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Senior Forensic Autopsy Assistant: 
 
1. At least two (2) years of experience as a Forensic Autopsy Assistant in the County of San Diego, or its 

equivalent in a Medical Examiner’s or Coroner's office. 
  
SPECIAL NOTES, LICENSES, OR REQUIREMENTS: 
 
License: 
 
Possession of a valid California Embalmer’s License is required. 
 
A valid California Class C driver's license is required at time of appointment or the ability to arrange transportation for field 
travel.  Employees in this class may be required to use their personal vehicle. 
 
Working Conditions: 
 
Exposure to deceased persons, caustic chemicals and fumes, decayed tissue, noxious odors, and shift work. 
 
Background Investigation: 
 
Must have a reputation for honesty and trustworthiness with no felony convictions.  Misdemeanor convictions may be 
disqualifying depending on number, severity, and recency.  Applicants will be subject to a thorough background check.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 


